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Without sacrificing any of the detail or breadth of the full-size edition, the essential reference source

for maps of every planet, moon, or small body investigated by NASA missions is now available in a

convenient, portable format. Featuring over 150 maps, 214 color illustrations and a gazetteer that

lists the names of all features officially approved by the International Astronomical Union, The

Compact NASA Atlas of the Solar System includes the full range of information gathered from

NASA missions throughout the Solar System. Compiled by the US Geological Survey, this atlas

includes: -Geological maps -Reference maps -Shaded relief maps -Synthetic aperture radar

mosaics -Color photo-mosaics that present the features of planets and their satellites This 'road

map' of the solar system is the definitive guide for planetary science and should be part of every

cartographers and astonomer's collection. Ronald Greeley is a Regent Professor in the Department

of Geological Sciences at Arizona State University. He is a team member of the Galileo mission to

Jupiter and of the Mars Pathfinder lander. Greeley is currently a co-investigator for the European

Mars Express mission. Raymond Batson spent his 35-year career with the United States Geological

Survey. He has worked in terrestrial mapping and in lunar and planetary mapping. Batson served as

co-investigator or team member on most NASA planetary missions, including the Apollo lunar lander

missions, the Mariner Mars and Venus/Mercury mapping missions, the Viking 1 and 2 Mars

mapping missions, the Voyager missions to the outer planets, and the Magellan Venus radar

mapping mission.
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As an amateur astronomer, my interest tends more to deep-sky objects rather than planetary

astronomy, but I spent some time looking at this atlas, and it really is a striking catalog of our current

knowledge of the solar system. The atlas contains beautiful closeups of every planet except Pluto,

although the coverage for Venus isn't that extensive, but then since Venus is mostly clouds, I don't

know how much would be served by that, unlike the cloud-cover of Jupiter, which shows many

stable bands and also the pink and red spots. There are also maps of a number of the moons of

Jupiter, Saturn, and Uranus, allowing you to see their heavily marred and cratered surfaces, which

are very reminiscent of Mercury or our moon.The atlas only contains maps for the large Galileian

satellites of Jupiter and the same for the larger, closer moons of Saturn, but I don't know if this is

because of limitations in the spacecraft that took the photos or the distances involved from the

spacecraft to the moons. The maps of Mars are perhaps the most interesting in terms of surface

details, and features like the enormous, 17-mile high and 400-mile across volcano, Nix Olympica,

and the great gorge on Mars, really stand out. Another thing that was interesting was the discovery

of the first asteroid with its own small planet. The atlas features over 150 maps, 214 color

illustrations and a gazetteer. Overall, this is a stunning and beautifully done atlas of the solar

system, which, despite its not being cheap, should still be of interest to amateurs and professionals

alike.

The Compact NASA Atlas of the Solar System is a very good reference for those working with

spacecraft. Spacecraft images don't come with names already on them and it is often difficult when

looking at some MGS images which crater is which and what they are called. When it comes to

most of the inner planets, and Saturnian, Uranian, and Neptunian moons, the coverage is quite

good and very useful. However, I can't say the same for Venus and Jupiter's moons. While there is

excellent coverage for Mars as far as number of sections, Venus is not covered as well even though

we have similar scale maps. I agree with the authors that if the same scale was used for both, the

Venus maps would take up a large number of pages. However, the same number of quadrants

would have been nice. Secondly, the coverage of the Jovian moons is lacking. The maps are from

the Voyager era and while that may not be as big of a problem for Ganymede or Callisto, it is a

problem for Io and Europa. The coverage of Europa from Galileo has greatly improved over

Voyager's coverage and an updated map would have been nice. Io's map is also from Voyager. The



fact that much of the anti-jovian side has been covered in great detail by Galileo but it was not

included in the atlas save a small image of that mosaic not incorporated into the map. in addition,

surface changes in the 20 years between Voyager and Galileo have made the included map quite

out of date.Save those two flaws, it is a pretty good reference for those interested in the solar

system.

A truly amazing collection of pictures and facts about your Solar System neighbourhood. Amazing

discoveries in just a 100 years of flight. Now we have landed on an Asteroid, captured Comet dust

and virtual reality visited the demoted planet Pluto. Our space vechilles have left the building and

are now outside the hood. Amazing achivements and here is your introduction...
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